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MEDIA RELEASE
For Immediate Release

April 27, 2010
Property sale nets community-owned corporation $248,000,

protects community and First Nations interests
BURNS LAKE – Comfor Management Services Ltd., the Lakes District’s community-owned corporation, has earned nearly a quarter million dollars through the sale of property in Burns Lake.
Lianne Olson, past president of Comfor Management Services Ltd. (CMSL), announced to today that 51 Francois Lake Drive has been sold to the provincial Ministry of Citizens Services for $248,000.

Originally utilized as a works yard by the provincial Ministry of Transportation & Highways, the five-acre parcel of waterfront property west of Radley Beach was purchased by CMSL in December 2004 as the site of Burns Lake’s proposed interpretive centre. Unfortunately, environmental issues prevented CMSL from developing the land.
“When our company purchased this property in 2004 as the site of Burns Lake’s proposed interpretive centre, we were told it would be ready for development in short order,” she explained. “Unfortunately, remediation of the site is taking far longer than anyone anticipated, which makes it in our best interests to surrender title to the province.”

CMSL, Olson said, worked closely with the Burns Lake Band to ensure the First Nation’s interests would not be adversely affected by the property sale.
“Because the Burns Lake Band has a long-standing interest in 51 Francois Lake Drive, it was important to us that we keep our options on this land open,” she explained. “I am pleased to say that we successfully negotiated a first right of refusal clause that will allow us to repurchase the land, after its remediation and at today’s price, if the province elects to sell it. This right is assignable to the Burns Lake Band, too, so that even if we elect not to buy 51 Francois Lake Drive as a community asset, the Burns Lake Band will have an opportunity to do so.”
The province fully intends to continue its remediation work at 51 Francois Lake Drive, Olson stressed. However, she said it could be many years before the land receives a clean bill of environmental health.
“We still believe 51 Francois Lake Drive has the potential to be a significant community asset,” CMSL’s president concluded. “This deal will allow our company to recoup its investment while at the same time protecting community interests.”
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