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MEDIA RELEASE
For Immediate Release

March 31, 2009
Comfor Management Services Ltd. gets new president, director
BURNS LAKE – Comfor Management Services Ltd. (CMSL), the Lakes District’s community owned corporation and parent company of Burns Lake Community Forest Ltd. (BLCF), has a new president.
Lianne Olson, a 29-year resident of the Lakes District, was appointed president at the company’s statutory Annual General Meeting held March 23. Olson takes over from Bill Chapman, who retired from the board in March after serving for two terms as a director and three years as president.
Olson, who is also a councillor for the Corporation of the Village of Burns Lake, was appointed to the CMSL board in January as the municipality’s representative. She says she’s looking forward to the challenges ahead.
“2009-10 is going to be a challenging time for all,” noted Olson. “I believe that with a strong board, our committed staff, and the direction we received from the community consultation completed last year, we will be able to move forward in a positive way. I don't believe anybody on the board or staff is going to have an ‘easy time’ this year. We have to make some very difficult decisions and stay positive during this economic downturn.”
In addition to serving as CMSL’s president, Olson has been appointed to the boards of CMSL subsidiaries Lakes Communications Inc. (the Lakes District’s community-owned wireless internet provider) and Whistle Lake Woodlot Ltd.

CMSL also has a new director. Grant Conlon, another long-time resident of the region, was appointed to the board in early March and attended his first meeting March 23. His extensive experience in the forest industry as an independent logging contractor is expected to serve him well as a member of the community forest corporation’s board.

“I grew up around here, and represent the third generation of my family to work in the logging business,” said Conlon. “Although I’m not directly involved in the forest industry any more, it still interests me. And being a long time resident, I care about the community and want to see the community forest carry on.”
One seat on the 10-member CMSL board remains vacant, but is expected to be filled within a month.

CMSL’s recent annual general meeting was held to keep the company in compliance with the BC Business Corporations Act. Olson stressed that it should not be confused with the corporate group’s annual community meeting, at which detailed information on the Comfor Group’s operations and financial performance are historically reported to the public. That meeting will be held after May 31, when the company’s audited consolidated financial statements are complete.
The board of Comfor Management Services Ltd. consists of 10 directors. Six are appointed from the community at large, with the remaining four appointees representing (respectively) the municipality, the Burns Lake Band, the Office of the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs, and the Wet’suwet’en First Nation.

CMSL’s board meets once per month. The next meeting is scheduled for April 27.

The Corporation of the Village of Burns Lake holds the shares of Comfor Management Services Ltd. on behalf of all residents of the Lakes District.
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For More Information, Contact:
President Lianne Olson (250-692-3103)

General Manager Alistair Schroff (250-692-7724, ext. 221)
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(Holds Shares of Comfor Management Services Ltd on behalf of community as a whole.)





Comfor Management Services Ltd. (CMSL)


10 Directors


Current Appointees: Lianne Olson, Herb Neville, Gordon McFee, Jeff Brown, Murray La Brash, Grant Conlon, Maureen Luggi, Thomas Pfister, Wes Sam.





Burns Lake Community Forest Ltd. (BLCF)


100 % Owned by CMSL


Current Appointees:


Herb Neville (Pres.), Gordon McFee (Vice-president), Murray La Brash (Secretary), Thomas Pfister, Grant Conlon.





Endako River Timber Ltd. (ERTL)


100 % Owned by CMSL


Current Appointees:


Thomas Pfister (Pres.), Norm Martens (Vice-pres.), Murray La Brash (Secretary), Jeff Brown, Gordon McFee





Sheraton Holdings Ltd. (SHL)


100 % Owned by CMSL


Current Appointees:


Thomas Pfister (Pres.), Norm Martens (Vice-pres.), Murray La Brash (Secretary), Jeff Brown, Gordon McFee








Whistle Lake Woodlot Ltd. (WLWL)


100 % Owned by CMSL


Current Appointees:


Murray La Brash (Pres.), Grant Conlon (Vice-pres.), Lianne Olson (Secretary).





Lakes Communications Inc. (Lakescom)


100 % Owned by BLCF


Current Appointees:


Wes Sam (Pres.), Lianne Olson (Vice-pres.), Grant Conlon (Secretary), Gordon McFee, Herb Neville.
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