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MEDIA RELEASE
For Immediate Release
January 21, 2010
Local entrepreneur benefits from CMSL/CFDC Lending Program
BURNS LAKE – A local entrepreneur is getting the opportunity to pursue her dreams courtesy of the Community Futures Development Corporation of Nadina (CF of Nadina) and Comfor Management Services Ltd. (CMSL).

In December, Kelly Williamson-Holliday became the first Lakes District entrepreneur to benefit from the CMSL/CFDC-Nadina Developmental Lending Program. Williamson-Holliday obtained a small loan from CF of Nadina to open Ak-senz Studio, a women’s fashion and design business.
Williamson-Holliday, who has 20 years’ experience in the direct sales industry, said recently that opening her business would have been difficult without assistance from the CMSL/CFDC-Nadina Developmental Lending program.

“Obtaining business funding from Nadina Community Futures (and, indirectly, CMSL) gave me the confidence to move forward and build a professional business without the worry of how to sustain operations in the early beginnings,” she stated. “As with any business, start-up costs can hold an entrepreneur back from ever getting a business off the ground. Nadina Community Futures has an expert team of business consultants available to assist a woman with everything she needs to ensure her business has all the required elements to become successful.”

Williamson-Holliday, who learned about CF of Nadina and the developmental lending program while working as a radio marketing executive, enjoyed working with the organization on the start-up of her business.
“Working with the team at CF of Nadina was a positive experience,” she stressed. “Every member of the group treats you with professional respect and shows a sincere interest in helping you establish your business. The financing process at Nadina is designed to guide you through all the necessary steps you need to take to ensure you are making a sound business decision.”

Representatives of both CMSL and CF of Nadina hope Williamson-Holliday is only the first of many local residents to establish new businesses with help from the CMSL/CFDC-Nadina Developmental Lending Program.

“CF of Nadina would like to congratulate Kelly Williamson-Holliday on the opening of her business, Ak-senz,” said Bob Clee, loans analyst for CF of Nadina. “The directors of CF of Nadina are pleased to be working with the directors of CMSL, providing a ‘financial arm’ to assist area residents to complete their entrepreneurial vision and ambitions by providing lending and business counseling services to small and medium business.  We also have youth and entrepreneurs with disability programs which make a complete package for those who are thinking of owing their own business.”

“We’re pleased we can provide assistance to Ms. Williamson-Holliday and her new business through the CMSL/CFDC-Nadina Developmental Lending Program,” added CMSL President Lianne Olson. “Small businesses play a pivotal role in our economy, and we hope our contribution to the lending program will encourage other entrepreneurs to invest in the Lakes District.”
Williamson-Holliday echoed Olson’s comments.

“My advice to others is this: The time to ‘follow your dream’ is now!” the owner of Ak-senz Studio added. “Don’t let economic uncertainty hold you back from what could be the best decision you’ll ever make! Look forward to the future and know you live in a community surrounded by some of the most wonderful people on the planet who will support you. I am proud to have the opportunity to build a business in Burns Lake. I get to work where I live, and love what I do!

“Thanks to CF of Nadina and Comfor Management Services Ltd., a world of opportunity awaits.” 

The Comfor/CFDC-Nadina Developmental Lending Program was established in March 2009 with $50,000 in ‘seed’ money from Comfor Management Services Ltd. Administered by CF of Nadina (which agreed to match CMSL's contribution “dollar for dollar”), the initiative is designed specifically to assist small and medium sized businesses in the Lakes District.
Individuals wanting more information on the program are encouraged to contact CF of Nadina at 1-800-556-5539.
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For More Information, Contact:
Lianne Olson (President, Comfor) ([250] 692-7724)

Bob Clee (Loans Analyst - CFDC-Nadina) ([250] 845-2522)
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